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Thank you for your letter in which you draw our attention to the urgent matter concerning the absence 
of State financing of the Slovenian Press Agency ST A. 

The Commission is well aware of the recent developments in Slovenia, including the Government 

Communications Office's suspension of payment for work performed in the last three months of 2020 
and its refraining from signing a new public service agreement for 2021. Please be assured that we 
consider this to be a matter of utmost importance. 

It is crucial for democracy and for our common EU values that media should be able to work freely 

and independently everywhere in the European Union - this lies at heart of media pluralism. Public 
media play a special role in the European Union and Member States should refrain from attempts to 
put pressure on them. The Commission is also aware of and supports the important role of independent 
news agencies for the media environment. 

For that same reason, Member States may support news agencies as entities performing a service of 

general economic interest (SGEI) under EU state aid rules if they so wish. 

We note that the Slovenian State continuously financed STA during the past decade without 
requesting the Commission's State aid approval. Indeed, Member States are entitled under the so
called SGEI Decision1 to grant public service aid without prior notification to the Commission, 
provided the conditions of these rules are fulfilled and the annual aid amount is not higher than EUR 
15 million. These rules apply also to the public services of a news agency. 

1 Commission Decision of 20 December 2011 on the application of Article 106(2) of the Treaty on the

Functioning of the European Union to State aid in the form of public service compensation granted to certain 

undertakings entrusted with the operation of services of general economic interest. 




